Localization of a VP3 epitope of infectious bursal disease virus.
An immunodominant region of VP3, one of the two structural proteins of infectious bursal disease virus (IBDV strain 002-73), has been mapped by restriction site-specific deletion analysis and subcloning in Escherichia coli, followed by immunoblot analysis of the synthesized products. The epitope located within 58 amino acids reacted very strongly with a mouse monoclonal antibody (MAb 17/80) raised against IBDV 002-73. This immunodominant region may be useful in serodiagnosis of IBDV infection in poultry.